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( iuseppe works in the historic 
and beautiful city of Bath in 
South West England. He’s 

originally from a hilltop town, Enna 
in Sicily (near Mount Etna), and has 
brought his skills as a chef to the UK, 
where he has lived for two years. 
He’s swapped the hot climate and 
clear blue seas of Sicily for Bath’s 
charms – the old streets with Geor-
gian golden-coloured Bath stone 
buildings that look particularly 
quaint* at Christmas time. 

The little family-run restaurant 
where he works is in the centre of 
town, near the iconic Royal Crescent 
terraced houses and the Circus 
townhouses that tourists flock to see. 
Rustico is owned by two brothers, 
Franco and Darix, who serve the 

diners* and always offer a warm 
welcome. The friendly team con-
sists of an assistant chef* from near 
Milan, a waitress from Brazil and a 
kitchen porter from Sicily. Franco 
and Darix are from Bergamo, near 
Milan, and so Giuseppe speaks a lot 
of Italian while at work, whilst learn-
ing and improving his English in his 
spare time.

He trained in catering and hospi-
tality at a school in Sicily, learning 
professional techniques for working 
in bars, restaurants, kitchens and  
at the reception. “I also learnt tradi-
tional Italian recipes from my mum 
and grandmother,” he says. The 

lunch and dinner menus at Rustico 
are full of classics, such as calamari 
fritti, lasagna and caprese salad.  
Before coming to England, Giuseppe 
worked in Germany for three years, 
also in an Italian restaurant. “I like 
travelling, experiencing different cul-
tures and meeting people,” he says.
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*Definition in the ‘Vocabulary’ box.
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Back in Sicily, he used to work as a 
pizza chef in Enna – he made lots of 
delicious pizzas at home during 
lockdown in the summer, when the 
restaurant had to close for three 
months. The pandemic really hit the 
hospitality industry hard. Giuseppe 
was on furlough* and enjoyed this 
break, spending time on his favourite 
hobby – fishing for carp in lakes and 
relaxing in nature. That’s how he  
unwinds* from his busy job. He went 
back to work in July, and the restau-
rant joined the UK government’s Eat 
Out to Help Out scheme, giving diners 
a discount from Monday to Wednes-
day for the month of August. 

Business has been improving,  
recouping* the losses suffered  
during the pandemic. The Christmas 
holidays, of course, are a time for 
partying and eating out. “I’ll be 
working every day, except Christmas 
Day, when the restaurant is closed,” 
says Giuseppe, who is expecting a 
baby boy with his English partner 
on Christmas Eve. Christmas may 
be a little different this year!

Bath usually holds a much-loved 
Christmas market, with stalls selling 
crafts and mulled wine. It’s so  
atmospheric and puts the thousands 
of visitors who attend in the festive 
mood. Unfortunately, however, it’s 
been cancelled this year due to the 
pandemic – the market brings lots of 
custom and tourism to the city, but 

there are lots of smaller Christmas 
events going on to attract visitors.

Being a small, homely restaurant, 
Rustico has a few specials for Christ-
mas, and the street’s boutiques and 
galleries are festively decorated. 
Giuseppe likes Christmas in Italy be-
cause of the huge feasts that last from 
Christmas Eve until Boxing Day [Santo 
Stefano’s feast day is celebrated in 
Italy on December 26th]. “In Sicily, we 
eat five courses or more at home at 
Christmas. We sit down at the table 
with our families and eat and drink 
all day long! You can put on 30 kilos 
in one week!” he says, jokingly. The 
year 2020 has been hard for the res-
taurant trade and the Rustico team 
are looking forward to celebrating a 
new and better year ahead. 
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