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The consequences of Brexit loom large. 
The government site, www.gov.uk, 
says: “The UK has now left the EU 
Single Market and Customs Union, 
and EU law no longer applies in the 
UK. The Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement1 changes the basis of 
our relationship with our European 
neighbours, from EU law to free trade 
and friendly cooperation.”
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Just on an everyday level, Brexit is 
affecting us. I’m English and my 
partner is Italian and we have a son 
together. When Britain was in the 
EU, I was fortunate to live and work 
in France for four years, without the 
need for visas – this experience of 
being in a different culture and 
learning French was so rewarding, 
but it’ll be more difficult for future 
generations. It’s a big cultural loss.

My Sicilian partner is a chef – it’s 
currently easy for him to find work 
because there are a lot of job vacancies 
in the hospitality trade. Luckily, he has 
the right to remain and work in the 
UK until 2025, under the EU Settle-
ment Scheme2 (I assume he’ll have 
to apply for UK citizenship later, as 
my French friends have done). 

We’re also missing those packages 
sent from Mamma full of Italian foods 

– hams, olive oil, biscuits – a taste of 
home. It’s expensive to send and  
receive parcels now because of the 
extra costs from the post office (we 
must pay VAT and duties on lovely 
gifts). 

I have a new blue British passport. 
At least our son will have joint 
nationality and be able to keep ties 
to Italy. I’ve had to let go of my dream 
(for now) of owning a stone house 

1Accord de commerce et de coopération
2The EU settlement scheme was designed to 
offer EU citizens (and a few other countries) 
and their family living in the UK the right  
to remain in the UK after 30 June 2021.
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in the sun – buying properties in  
Europe is more complex. My family 
own a flat in Spain and they’ve had 
to pay more tax on that. Will I be a 
wrinkly, old, tanned expat enjoying 
sangrias in the Spanish heat or sipping 
limoncello on the Sicilian coast (but 
not with access to healthcare back 
home), who knows?! 

I’ve had to stop splurging on 
European delicacies bought from local 
delis – the prices of food from Europe 
are high (the trade deal contains new 
tax and customs rules for importing 
goods). Even our supermarkets are 
low on stock because there are prob-
lems recruiting enough lorry drivers 
to transport goods (partly due to 
Brexit restrictions making it compli-
cated to get foreign drivers).
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The news is dominated by Brexit 
doom and gloom. The row between 
France and the UK over dangerous 
Channel3 migrant boat crossings 
rumbles on. Macron rejects Boris’s 
call for France to take back migrants 
who reach the UK. Brexit doesn’t seem 
to have helped deal with the situation 
of illegal migration, and the Channel 
crossing tragedies show Brexit Britain 
still relies on European cooperation. 

Also in the news, Brexit chief Lord 
Frost (Chief Negotiator for Exiting 
the European Union) – whose Twitter 

profile @DavidGHFrost says, “You 
don’t get something for nothing, you 
can’t have freedom for free” – has 
been speaking out on issues such as 
“the opportunities for this country 
following Brexit”, the Northern Ireland 
Protocol, and “the prospects for our 
ongoing fisheries talks with the EU 
Commission”. In a speech, he said: 
“Leaving the European Union changes 
many things for this country, but 
perhaps none more immediately and 
visibly than the UK’s ability to fully 
control its international trade policy. 
For the first time in almost five dec-
ades, the UK is once again fully in 
control of its external tariffs, how 
goods and services come into the UK, 
which countries we choose to strike 
bilateral deals with, and how we 
wish to engage in multilateral fora 
around the world. No more sitting 
silently behind the EU nameplate – 
instead a chance to really influence 
discussions in our own interests.”

Meanwhile, Boris is seeking trade 
deals with other countries, such as 
the US. He’s also talking about a 
high-wage, high-skill economy, but 
Brits are yet to see evidence of that. 
At least budget flight companies 
have kept prices low for those of us 
who want to escape this charade 
and fly off for a European holiday. 
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