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Roald Dahl was born on September 13th 1916 in Cardiff, 
Wales, to Norwegian parents. His father and older sister 
died when he was three. Nine years later, his family 
moved to England. Once he had finished school, Dahl 
wanted to travel and began working with the Shell Oil 
Company. Two years later? He was sent to East Africa. 
In 1939, he joined the Royal Air Force and became a 
fighter pilot during World War II. Dahl only started writing 
in the 1940s and, surprisingly, it wasn’t for children. 
He published his first work, a children’s book called 
THE GREMLINS, in 1946. In 1953, he married American 
actress Patricia Neal and they had five children, of 

whom one died 
from complications 
of the measles. The 
couple eventually 
divorced in 1983. 
Roald Dahl died  
on November 23rd 
1990 in Oxford, 
England. He was 
74 years old.
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Known worldwide as a writer for children, Roald Dahl 
was actually a man of many talents. Although he is 
most famous for his children’s book CHARLIE AND THE 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY, he wrote 16 other children’s novels, 
two novels for adults, some poetry and nonfiction, and 
many short stories for adults. While Dahl’s children’s 

fiction is memorable for its 
whacky humour and zany 
characters, his adult fiction 

can only be described as downright bizarre, if not macabre.
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In 1953, Roald Dahl’s second short story collection for 
adults, called, SOMEONE LIKE YOU, was published by 
Alfred Knopf, and it went on to win an Edgar Award. 
In the 18 short stories that make up the collection, 
Dahl reveals a desire to transport his readers beyond 
the limits of their comfort zone. In each story, the  
narrator speaks in a confidential tone to his reader, 
drawing him in and making him complicit, this despite 
the despicable acts taking place. In SOMEONE LIKE YOU, 
Dahl’s apparent aim is to reveal the dark side of 
humanity, and while the book is uncomfortable to 
read, its shock value is also a lot of fun. Although the 
stories are pure fiction, readers cannot help but think 
of them as events that could happen to anyone given 
the right – or wrong – circumstances.  
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Dahl’s portrayal of Mary’s innocence and her 
opposing deviant act of hiding the murder weapon by 
feeding it to the police is what makes this short story 
shocking. The juxtaposition seems unreal, but is this 
not how events in real life often unfold?
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Some of the other stories in the collection include  
‘Galloping Foxley’3 in which an old man is tortured by 
childhood memories when he bumps into his child-
hood bully. In ‘Skin’4, an elderly man is valued for his 
expensive tattoo instead of for his own person. ‘Nunc 
Dimittis’ deals with manipulation and barbaric voyeur-
ism. While the collection has its fair share of darker 
stories, there are also bursts of creativity that mirror 
some of Dahl’s fantastical children’s fiction. In  

‘The Great Automatic 
Grammatizator’5, this 
morality tale tells the 
story of a man who 
creates a machine 
that can write a novel 
in 15 minutes. As 
with all of the stories 
in this collection, 
there is an unexpect-
ed plot twist at the 
end. Are you dying 
to know what it is? 
Then you must read 
the book! 
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2« Coup de gigot »
3« Foxley le Galopant »
4« Peau »
5« La Grande Grammatisa-
trice automatique »
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One of the better known short stories in SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU, ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ was originally rejected 
by THE NEW YORKER. When Dahl published it in his col-
lection, Alfred Hitchcock was so taken by it that he 
adapted it for screen as part of a series called ‘Tales of 
the Unexpected’. The story is about innocent Mary 
Maloney, who is six months pregnant and deeply in 
love with her husband, a police officer. When he arrives 
home from work, he tells her that he is leaving her. Not 
knowing what to do, Mary decides to make dinner. 
She fetches a frozen leg of lamb from the cellar, and 
carries it upstairs, where her husband tells her he is 
going out. She walks up behind him and hits him over 
the head with the frozen leg of lamb. 

Dazed, Mary puts the meat in the oven to roast, 
checks her makeup, and goes to the grocery shop to 
buy vegetables to eat with the lamb. When she returns 
home, she realises what she has done and calls the 
police. Two of her husband’s colleagues arrive to inves-
tigate. After searching the house, they declare that 
they can’t find the murder weapon. Mary offers them 
a glass of whisky and invites the men to dinner under 

the pretence that the roast is 
ready and that she cannot be 
expected to eat under the 
circumstances. The men ac-
cept and begin to eat, all the 
while wondering about the 
murder weapon. One of them 
says that it’s “probably right 
under our very noses”. On 
hearing this, Mary who is 
“in the other room, begins 
to giggle”.
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